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CALENDAR OF FIRSTS FOR 
 AFRICAN AMERICANS  

 
JANUARY 
 
1 Lincoln University was incorporated .....................................................1854 
 First meeting of the Catholic Afro-American Lay Congress ......................... 
 ....................................................................................Washington DC, 1889 
 First African American college football bowl game...................................... 
 ................................................................................Prairie View Bowl, 1929 
 First African American to score a Rose Bowl touchdown ............................ 
 ....................................................................................... Buddy Young, 1947 
 First African American to play in the Cotton Bowl....................................... 
 ....................................................... Wally Triplett & Dennie Hoggard, 1948 
 First African American mayor of Gary, Indiana............................................ 
 ...............................................................................Richard G. Hatcher, 1967 
  
13 First African American elected governor of Virginia .................................... 
  ..............................................................Laurence Douglas Wilder, 1956 
 
16 First African American sheriff in the South since Reconstruction................ 
  ....................................................................... Lucius D. Amerson, 1967 
 
18 First African American professional hockey player ...................................... 

 ..................................................................William Eldon O’Rhee, 1958 
  
20 First African American U.S. senator...............Hiram Rhoades Revels, 1870 
 First African American radio network .............................. KPOO-FM, 1972 
   
23 First African American Baptist missionary to Africa .........Lott Carey, 1821 
 
29 First African American woman lawyer admitted to practice before the U.S. 

Supreme Court .............................................Violette N. Anderson, 1920 
 
FEBRUARY 
 
1 First African American to speak in the House of Representatives as a  

congressman............................................ Jefferson Franklin Long, 1871 
 

2 First African American lawyer to argue a case before the Supreme Court 
..........................................................................Samuel R. Lowery, 1880 

 
3 First African American student admitted to the University of Alabama ....... 
 ........................................................................ Autherine Juanita Luey, 1956 
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4 First African American judge in Florida since Reconstruction ..................... 
 .......................................................................Leroy Reginald Johnson, 1962 
 
8 First African American reporter to attend White House press conference .... 
 .................................................................................Harry S. McAlpin, 1944 
 
11 First African American secretary of the Army .............................................. 
 .......................................................................... Clifford Alexander Jr., 1977 
 
12 First African American man to preach in the rotunda of the Capitol to               

The House of Representatives..................Henry Highland Garnet, 1843 
 
13 First successful African American professional baseball league organized ..

...................................National Association of Professional Clubs, 1920 
 
MARCH 
 
1 First African American minister appointed to Liberia................................... 
 ............................................................................ James Milton Turner, 1871 
 
3 First African American to receive a patent ..........Thomas L. Jennings, 1821 
 
8 First act passes forbidding the importation of African American slaves1774 
  
13 First African American daily newspaper in modern times ............................ 
 .............................................................................Atlanta Daily World, 1932 
 
20 Patenting of the first successful shoe lasting machine ................................... 
 ...................................................................................... Jan Matzeliger, 1883 
 
28 First African American team on record to win a professional world’s  

Basketball championship ................................................The Rens, 1939 
 
29 Railroad brake patent ...........................Granville T. & Lyates Woods, 1904 
 
31 First African American votes as a result of the ratification of the Fifteenth  
  Amendment ............................................Thomas Mundy Peterson, 1870 
 First African American man to hold an American title in any sport ............. 
 .......................................................................................George Dixon, 1890 
  
APRIL 
 
7 First major slave revolt in New York City.............................................1712 
 First African American depicted on U.S. postage stamp ............................... 
  .................................................................. Booker T. Washington, 1940 
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10 First African American to play in the Masters Tournament .......................... 
  .......................................................................................Lee Elder, 1975 
 
11 First institution of higher education established to educate  

African American women.................................. Spelman College, 1881 
 
12 Free African Society organized in Philadelphia ............................................ 
  ...................................................Richard Allen & Absalom Jones, 1787 
 
15 First African American in major league baseball ......Jackie Robinson, 1947 
 
18 First African American coach in the National Basketball Association ......... 
  ....................................................................................Bill Russell, 1966 
  
23 First African American woman admitted to practice before the district      

Supreme Court (Washington, D.C.)....................Charlotte E. Ray, 1872 
 

25 Patent on a paper bag manufacturing device ...................W.B. Purvis, 1882 
 
MAY 
 
2 First African American student at Vanderbilt University.............................. 
  .........................................................................Joseph A. Johnson, 1953 
 
13 First African American mayor of Fayette, Mississippi.................................. 
  .................................................................................Charles Evers, 1971 
 African-American Catholic Church established ............................................ 
  ............................................................George Augustus Stallings, 1990 
 
17 First African American blues musician on postage stamp............................. 
  ...................................................................................W.C. Handy, 1969 
 
18 First law passed regulating African American servitude .......................1652 
 
26 First African American to win a major tennis title .......Althea Gibson, 1956 
 
30 Vesey revolt in Charleston.....................................................................1822 
 First African American student to graduate from the University of Alabama 
  ...............................................................................Vivian Malone, 1965 
   
JUNE 
 
10 First African American to be ordained in the Catholic Church..................... 
  ................................................................. James Augustine Healy, 1854 
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15 First African American to receive a Ph.D. in economics .............................. 
  ....................................................................Sadie Tanner Mossell, 1921  
  
17 Patenting of the first cost-efficient method for producing carbon filaments 
  For electric lights ...............................................Lewis H. Latimer, 1882 

  
27 First African American world champion in boxing ........Jack Johnson, 1908 
 
JULY 
 
1 First African American superintendent of schools in Atlanta, Georgia ......... 
  .............................................................................Alonzo A. Crim, 1973 
 
2 First permanent order of African American Catholic nuns ........................... 
  ......................Oblate Sisters of Providence, Baltimore, Maryland, 1829 
 Patenting of lubricator for steam engines ..................... Elijah McCoy, 1872 
 
3 First African American Protestant Episcopal church in New York City....... 
  ....................................................... Saint Philip’s African Church, 1819   
    
5 First African American player in the American League (major league) ....... 
  ....................................................................................Larry Doby, 1947 
 
6 First state legislative body with an African American majority.................... 
  ................................................ South Carolina General Assembly, 1868 
  
8 First African American in Olympic history to win an individual gold medal 

................................................................William Dehart Hubbard, 1924 
 
9 World’s first successful heart operation............Daniel Hale Williams, 1893 
 
10  First African American National Basketball Association team owners ........ 
  ...........................................................Bertram Lee &Peter Bynoe, 1989 
 
12 Patenting of a practical refrigeration system for trucks and railroad cars .....

............................................................... Fredrick McKinley Jones, 1940 
 
17 First African American Protestant Episcopal Church.................................... 
  ......................................Saint Thomas African Episcopal Church, 1794 
 
18 Railroad brake patent ...........................................Granville T. Woods, 1904 
 
20 First African American woman bishop of the United Method Church ......... 
  .......................................................................Leontine T.C. Kelly, 1984 
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AUGUST 
 
7 First African American permanent member of the delegation to the United 

Nations ..........................................................Charles H. Mahoney, 1954 
  
11 First African Methodist Episcopal Conference started ..........................1820 
  
22 First African American college founded in Tennessee, and still in existence 
  .............................................................................. Fisk University, 1867 
 
26 First African American pitcher in the major leagues ..................................... 
  ............................................................... Daniel Robert Bankhead, 1947 
 
30 First African American astronaut to make a space flight............................... 

 ...................................................................... Guion S. Bluford Jr., 1983 
 
SEPTEMBER 
 
15 First African American boxer to win the heavyweight title three times ........ 
  ............................................................................. Muhammad Ali, 1978 
24 First African American fighter to draw a million-dollar gate ........................ 
  ....................................................................................... Joe Louis, 1935 

 
25 First African American to win a national boxing crown ............................... 
  .................................................Peter “The Black Prince” Jackson, 1886 
 
27 First and only African American Catholic college ........................................ 
  ................................................Xavier University in New Orleans, 1950 
 
OCTOBER 
 
10 First exclusively African American parish in the United States .................... 
  ..........................................Xavier Church in Baltimore Maryland, 1863 
   
21 First African American to play in the National Basketball Association........ 
  ......................................................................................Earl Lloyd, 1950 
 
24 Opening of first play by an African American author to be a long-run      

Broadway hit .........................................Mulatto By Langston Hughes 1935  
 
NOVEMBER 
 
1 First free secular school in New York City ........ African Free School, 1787 
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6 First African American mayors of Detroit and Los Angeles elected............. 
  ..........................................Coleman Young and Thomas Bradley, 1973 
   
7 First African American mayor of New York City elected............................. 
  ............................................................................... David Dinkins, 1989 
 
10 First African American to win a major professional golf tournament ........... 
  ...............................................................................Charlie Sifford, 1957 
 First African American presidential press secretary...................................... 
  ........................................................................Andrew T. Hatcher, 1960 
 
26 First African American appointed to a sub-Cabinet post............................... 
  ....................................................................William Henry Lewis, 1911 
 
DECEMBER 
 
2 Telephone transmitter patent ................................Granville T. Woods, 1884 
 
9 First African American elected governor of Louisiana……. ........................ 
 ………………………………….Pinckney Benton Stewart Pinchback, 1872 

First African American elected to the National Rodeo Cowboy                          
Hall of Fame........................................................................Bill Picket, 1971 

  
12 First African American elected to Congress to represent South Carolina ..... 
  .................................................................... Joseph Hayne Rainey, 1870 
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