UNI TED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT
For the Southern District of |owa
In the Matter of

M CHAEL G. STRAIT and . Case No. 90-1252-D H
NANCY L. STRAIT, :

Debt or . . Chapter 7

ORDER- - ALLOWANCE OF ADM NI STRATI VE
EXPENSE FOR DEBTORS' ATTORNEY

The attorney for the above-captioned Debtors filed an
application for allowance of adm nistrative expense to which
the United States Trustee filed an objection. The Debtors'
attorney then filed a menorandum in support of his application
in which he nodified his application. The U S. Trustee filed
a response to the nmenorandum

A telephonic hearing was held July 26, 1991, on the
application and objection thereto. Janmes H Cossitt spoke for
the application and John Waters spoke on behalf of the United
St ates Trust ee. At the conclusion of the hearing, the Court
took the matter wunder advisenent and considers the mtter
fully subm tted.

This is a core proceeding pursuant to 28 U S.C
8§ 157(b)(2)(A). The Court wupon review of the pleadings,
menor anda, and argunments of counsel, now enters its findings

and concl usi ons pursuant to Fed. R Bankr. P. 7052.



FI NDI NGS OF FACT

1. Debtors filed their petition under Chapter 7 on My
7, 1990. A neeting of creditors was held pursuant to § 341 on
June 8, 1990. A discharge order was entered July 8, 1990.

2. Janmes H. Cossitt, attorney for the Debtors, filed an

application for allowance of conpensation and expense April

29, 1991. The U S. Trustee filed an objection to the
appl i cati on. Applicant attorney then filed a nmenorandum in
support of the application. The nenorandum consents to a

reduction in the amount requested for travel tinme by one-half

in accordance with In re Pothoven, 84 B.R 579 (Bankr. S.D

|l owa 1988). The menmorandum also includes item zed billing
st at enent s.

3. In the hearing the parties stipulated that the only
issue remmining was whether the fees clainmed for services
prepetition were properly included and should be paid under
this application for adm nistrative expense.

4. The total anount requested for attorney fees and
expenses is $1,109.70. The parties have agreed that the val ue
claimed for the prepetition services is $193.00. Appl i cant

attorney's nmenorandum Exhibit 5 reflects a beginning bal ance



due of $578.00. Exhibit 5 also reflects that a paynent of
$546.50 was received on May 3, 1990, leaving a balance of
$31. 50. Services valued at $161.50 were rendered on May 1,
1990. Thus the fees claimed for prepetition services are
$31. 50 plus $161.50, or $193. 00.

DI SCUSSI ON

An attorney for the debtor is entitled to conpensation
for analyzing the debtor's financial condition; rendering
advi ce and assistance to the debtor in deternm ning whether to
file a petition in bankruptcy; the actual preparation and
filing of the petition, schedules of assets and liabilities,
and the statement of affairs, and representing the debtor at

the 8 341 neeting of creditors. See In re Holden, 101 B.R

573, 576 (Bankr. N. D. lowa 1989). Al | attorney fee
applications nust conformwith the standards set out in In re
Pot hoven, 84 B.R 579 (Bankr. S.D. lowa 1988).

Applicant's exhibits 5 and 6 indicate the services for
which he now clainms conpensation. The services rendered
appear to have been rendered in analyzing the Debtors'
financial condition, rendering advice to and assisting the
Debtors in determning whether to file and actually filing

their petition and schedules with the Bankruptcy Court.



Taking into account the reduction in the amunt all owed
for travel time, the Debtors' counsel is entitled to fees

totaling $1,033.20. {$1,109.70 - 76.50 (travel)}.

CONCLUSI ON  AND ORDER

Based on the foregoing review of the application for
al l owmance of admnistrative expense, the Court reduces the
requested fees in the amobunt of $76.50.

I T IS ACCORDINGLY ORDERED that Debtors' attorney is
entitled to $1,033.20 as final conpensation.

Dated this 7t h day of October 1991

RUSSELL J. HILL
U. S. BANKRUPTCY JUDGE



